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      Research can take many forms and lead to many different outcomes. The ultimate goal is sustainability – for the landscape, Iowa’s people and natural resources. Below is a list of intermediate outcomes of Leopold Center-supported projects, partnerships and activities. Included are extension publications, in-house research projects, informative presentations and other reports – all with some link to the Leopold Center.

All Pubs & Papers are PDFs, which require a free Adobe Acrobat Reader.  Click on the image or title to view the PDF.

[image: Leopold Center Document] These materials were written, reviewed or presented by Leopold Center staff. All other materials are related or based on projects supported by the Leopold Center.



Pub & Papers here are sorted by date with the newest at the top. You can filter the list by selecting a topic area below and clicking "Apply."  To see all again you can select "<Any>" as the topic, or click here. There is also an alphabetical listing available.

    

  
      
      

  
          
                  
            Topic          
                        
          
 <Any>
Agritourism and place-based food
Agroforestry
Animal management and forage
Biocontrol and Integrated Pest Management
Bioeconomy and energy
Business management, distribution and marketing
Climate change, greenhouse gas emissions, Life Cycle Assessment
Community-based food systems
Conservation practices
Economic and environmental impacts
Farm to institution
Farmer profitability, enterprise budgets
Farming systems
-Corn-soybean cropping systems
-Cover crops, double crops, strip cropping
-Multi-year rotations, low-external input
-Nutrient management  
Food miles, food pathways, food system assessments
Food, health and climate change
Fruit and vegetables
GMOs
Grapes, wine and viticulture
Hoops and alternative livestock systems
Human systems, demographics and beginning farmer programs
Integrated crop-livestock systems and diversity
Manure nutrient and compost management
Market research and feasibility studies
Models and assessment tools
Niche meat, dairy and poultry
Organic production practices and comparisons
Philosophy of sustainability
Policy
Soils and agronomy
Supply networks
Water quality, quantity and management
Watershed and ecoregion
Weed control alternatives (not GMOs)
Wildlife and recreation
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This tri-fold brochure describes the LTAR experiment, a side-by-side comparison of organic and conventional systems using identical crop varieties that began in 1998. 



November 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] The Long-Term Agroecological Research (LTAR) Experiment

Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
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This 24-page manual, adapted from GROWN Locally, helps local food cooperatives improve their handling practices and meet food safety standards. Read news release.



October 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] Grower's Manual: A Template for Grower Cooperatives

Joanna Hamilton, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, and GROWN Locally
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Kirschenmann outlines several shifts that will need to take place – and the opportunities they present – in a future of more people and fewer natural resources. The paper was prepared for presentation and discussion at a September 2011 gathering in Mountain Sky, Montana.



October 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] Seeking What Works at What Scale

Leopold Center Distinguished Fellow Fred Kirschenmann
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This fact sheet explains how woodchip bioreactors reduce nitrate in subsurface drainage systems. It includes tips on how to install and use bioreactors, their positive and negative impacts, and their costs.

	 



October 2011

 Woodchip Bioreactors for Nitrate in Agricultural Drainage

Laura Christianson and Matthew Helmers, Iowa State University Extension PMR 1008
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This four-page color fact sheet offers basic guidelines for planting and maintaining prairie conservation strips on row-cropped farms. The recommendations are based on research conducted by the STRIPs Research Team at the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge.



September 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] A Landowner's Guide to Prairie Conservation Strips

Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture
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A survey of Iowa producers, agricultural lenders and crop insurance agents showed a need for ongoing education about "sustainable agriculture" and its benefits, and policy changes in the 2012 Farm Bill. Read news release



August 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] Credit, Crop Insurance and Sustainable Agriculture in Iowa

Center for Rural Affairs and Iowa Farmers Union






  

  

  
      
  
                
[image: ]

This is a directory of organizations, programs, funders and consultants that offer various forms of assistance for Iowa producers, processors, food retailers and communities interested in local and regional food systems.



May 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] Learning about Local: A Resource Guide to Iowa Organizations and Programs Supporting Local and Regional Food Systems

Rich Pirog, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, and Mary Claire Geyer, ISU College of Agriculture
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This study looks at the productivity and regional economic impacts of Iowa's small meat processors and the potential gains for rural communities if these processors could expand to fill markets for niche products.



April 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] Exploring Small-Scale Meat Processing Expansions in Iowa

Dave Swenson, ISU Department of Economics
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This study looks at the number of jobs that would be created and acres needed for Iowa farmers to provide more fresh fruit for Iowa's nine metropolitan areas (populations over 50,000).



April 2011

[image: Leopold Center Document] Measuring the Economic Impacts of Increased Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Production in Iowa Considering Metropolitan Demand

Dave Swenson, ISU Department of Economics
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Presentation to the Iowa Land Tenure Policy Working Group about critical issues in land ownership. Results of a recent landowner survey in two Iowa watersheds also are presented.



April 2011

 Non-operator Landownership and Conservation

ISU Extension Sociologist J. Gordon Arbuckle, Jr.
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		The Leopold Center was established by the 1987 Iowa Groundwater Protection Act as a research and education center at Iowa State University to develop sustainable agricultural practices that are both profitable and conserve natural resources. Iowa State does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. Vietnam Era Veteran. Any persons having inquiries concerning this may contact the Director of Affirmative Action, 3210 Beardshear Hall, (515) 294-7612.

		
		This page was found at http://www.leopold.iastate.edu/pubs/staff/files/farm_enterprises_1204.pdf on 01/12/2012

		
		










 

