?
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MR. LEVIN. Mr. President, | support this bill and, in particular, the provisions Yhat
require the Department of Transportation, through the National Highway Traffic Salety
Administration (NHTSA), to set new fuel economy standards for vehicles that will reach
an industry fleet wide level of 35 miles per gallon by 2020 based on my understanding
that these new federal standards will not be undercut in the future by regulations issued

by the Environmental Protection Agency regulating greenhouse gas emissions from

vchicles.

I believe that we have taken historic steps in this legislation by putting in place ambitious
but achievable fuel economy standards that will reduce our nation’s fuel consumption and
greenhouse gas emissions. In this legislation, the Senate and House have come together
and established the appropriate level of fuel economy standards and have directed
NHTSA to implement that through new regulations. In this legislation, the Congress
has agreed that the appropriate level of fuel economy to reach is 35 miles per gallon in

2020, or an increase of 10 miles per gallon in 10 years.

But it is essential to manufacturers that they are able to plan on the 35 mpg standard in
2020. We must resolve now with the sponsors of this legislation in the Senate any
ambiguity that could arise in the future when EPA issues new rules to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles pursuant to its authority under the Clean Air Act
so that our manufacturers can have certainty. With that in mind, I want to clarify both
Senator Inouye’s and Senator Feinstein’s understanding and interpretation of what the

Congress is doing in this legislation and to clarify their agreement that we want all



federal regulations in this area to be consistent. We do not want to enact this legislation
today only to find later that we have not been sufficiently diligent to avoid any conflicts

in the future.

The Environmental Protection Agency has authority under the Clean Air Act to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles and to delegate that authority, as the agency
deems appropriate, to the State of California. This authority was recently upheld by the
U.S. Supreme Court, and it is not our purpose today to attempt to change that authority or
to undercut the decision of the Supreme Court. We simply want to make clear that it is
Congressional intent in this bill that, with respect to regulation of greenhouse gas
emissions, any future regulations issued by the Environmental Protection Agency to
regulate greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles be consistent with the Department of
Transportation’s new fuel economy regulations that will reach an industry fleet wide

level by 35 mpg by 2020.

Does the Senator from California and original sponsor of this legislation, Mrs. Feinstein,
agree with my view that the intent of this language is for EPA regulations on greenhouse
gas emissions from vehicles to be consistent with the direction of Congress in this 35
mpg in 2020 legislation and consistent with regulations issued by the Department of

Transportation to implement this legislation?



MRS. FEINSTEIN. Yes, of course, we have worked hard to come together on this
legislation directing NHTSA to issue new fuel economy regulations to reach an industry
fleet wide level of 35 mpg by 2020, and it is our intent in the bill before us that all federal

regulations in this area be consistent with our 35 mpg in 2020 language.
MR. LEVIN. I thank the Senator for her clarification of her intent.

MR. LEVIN. Does the Chairman of the Commerce Committee, the distinguished
Senator from Hawaii, Mr. Inouye, agree with my understanding of the intent of this bill
that any regulations issued by the Environmental Protection Agency be consistent with
the direction of Congress in this legislation and regulations issued by the Department of

Transportation to implement this legislation?

MR. INOUYE. Yes. I agree that it is very important that all federal regulations in this
area be consistent and that we provide clear direction to the agency that has responsibility

for setting fuel economy standards, the Department of Transportation.

MR. LEVIN. I thank my distinguished colleague from Hawaii, Mr. Inouye, for his

clarification.



