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July 20, 20 II 

I am writing to urge you to lead a national campaign to educate the public about the 
causes and dangers of climate change. 

The scientific consensus linking carbon emissions to climate change has never been 
stronger. In May, the National Academy of Sciences, our nation ' s preeminent scientific 
organization , called for urgent action to reduce carbon emissions because "climate change is 
occurring, is very likely caused primarily by human activities, and poses significant ri sks to 
humans and the environment." In the same month, the top scientists at the Vatican called "on 
people and nations to recognize the serious and potentially irreversible impacts of globa l 
warming caused by the antlu'opogenic emissions of greenhouse gases. " The national academies 
of science in every major nation have reached the same conclusion, as have virtually al l orthe 
world ' s climate scientists . 

In fact, many scientists now believe that we are beginning to experience the 
consequences of climate change. They say that the heat waves, droughts, fires , and floods that 
are afflicting our nation are harbingers of the dangers we face if we continue to ignore the threat 
of climate change. 

Yet at the same time that the scientific evidence has grown stronger and extreme weather 
has become more frequent and intense, the public ' s understanding of the danger has been 
dimini shing. According to data from the Yale Project on Climate Change Communication, there 
has been a decline in the percentage of Americans who think climate change is occurring (from 
71 % in 2008 to 64% in 20 II ), a decline in the percentage of Americans who believe climate 
change is caused by man (from 57% in 2008 to 47% in 2011), and a decl ine in the percentage of 
Americans who are worried about climate change (from 63% in 2008 to 52% in 20 II ). There 
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has even been a noticeable drop in the percentage of Americans who understand that there is a 
sc ientific consensus that climate change is happening (from 47% in 2008 and 39% in 20 11 ). 

There are powerful vested interests in the oil and coa l industri es successfull y fann ing 
di sbelief in the science of climate change. In a recent article, former Vice President Al Gore 
likened their actions to the efforts of the tobacco companies to sow doubt about the dangers of 
smoking. We urgentl y need champions in the Admin istration to tell the American public the 
truth about the ri sks we face. 

Your position as Secretary of Energy and your world-renowned stature as a sc ienti st 
mean you are in a unique posi tion to speak with authority about the science of climate change 
and the frightening consequences of inaction. Given the stakes, I believe you have a 
responsibility to do so. Your voice could make an enormous difference in ensuring our nation 
understands the magnitude of the ri sks and the urgent need for a plan of ac ti on. 

I recognize that there are many competing demands on your time, but few, if any, cou ld 
be as important. I ask you to investi gate the di sconnect that appears to be growing between the 
sc ientific and the public understanding of climate change. I hope you will then decide to lead a 
national effort to ensure the public is fu ll y and accurate ly informed about the science of climate 
change and its implications for human health and welfare. 

cc: The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

tI"oU .~ 
Henry A. Waxman 
Ranking Member 


